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'•» < , cWestchester week in review 
Berkowitz case still remains unresolved 

This was supposed to have been the week when tne 
world was to learn whether David Berkowitz of Yon-
kers was mentally capable of standing trial as the al
leged .44 caliber killer of six and the wounding of 
seven. But the matter remained unresolved by the 
end of the week despite actions in courts in Brooklyn 
and Queens. 

Berkowitz was arrested on Aug. 10 and sent to the 
Kings County Hospital for mental observation. On 
Tuesday in court in Brooklyn, the report of the psychi
atrists who observed bim contended he was Incompe
tent to stand trial The report labeled him as a 
"paranoid." 

The psychiatrists based their findings not only on 
their observations of Berkowitz but on such items as 
letters he wrote, including his Army letters to his fa
ther. They concluded that he lacks the capacity to un
derstand charges against him and the ability to assist 
in his own defense. 

Kings County (Brooklyn) Dist. Atty. Eugene Gold 
indicated he would oppose that report and was 
granted the right to appoint his own psychiatrists to 
examine Berkowitz pending a new hearing scheduled 
for Oct. 4 

The public reaction to the views of the psychia
trist* was generally mixed, but fbrmer co-workers of 
Berkowitz and families of the victims strongly con
tended he was capable of standing trial and should. 

The scene later moved to Queens County where 
Dist. Atty. John Santucci, who had obtained other in
dictments against Berkowitz, also requested and was 
granted the right to appoint psychiatrists to examine 
Berkowitz. Santucci revealed that the Kings County 
Hospital doctors had said m their report that Berko
witz was "well aware of the charges against him 
(and) understands that by society's standards his 
acts were criminal." 

The fact that Berkowitz was indicted in three coun
ties where individual judges would rule on the compe
tency issue raised the possibility that Berkowitz 

might stand trial in one county and be declared in
competent in another. 

In a sidelight to the main story, the landlord of 35 
Pine St., Yonkers, indicated he would seek to change 
the address of the apartment building where Berko
witz lived, but residents opposed the idea on the 
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David Berkowitz (center)...will he stand trial? 

ground they would have to change their add re s se s oh 
licenses and other official p a p e r s . 

2 die in a i r c rash 

A single-engine p lane took off Wednesday at 1:20 
a .m. from Westches te r County Airport. Rye Lake . 

Moments la ter it d i sappeared from the r a d a r screen, 
and a wide ground sea rch was begun within a one-
mile 'radius of the a i rpor t , utilising hel icopters with 
spotlights. 

Six hours la ter , the plane was found on the Green
wich es ta te of Andrew Franke l , board c h a i r m a n of 
the National Kinney Corp. In the debr i s , the rescue 
workers found the bodies of two v ic t ims , noted har
ness racing dr iver J a m e s T a l l m a n , 36 of Nicholson. 
Pa . , and the pilot who had ferried him from Ba tav ia 
race t rack, Osward Johnson. 58, of Clifford, P a . The 
plane had discharged two others at Westches ter 
County Airport before the c r a sh . F e d e r a l invest iga 
tors launched a probe to find the cause . 

Action seen by Nestle 

Last spring, the Nestle Co. sought to move their 
headquarters in Westchester from White Plains to a 
52 acre site in the Purchase section, if the firm could 
get a zoning change for a multi-million new building. 
Although faced with the possibility that Nestle would 
leave the state unless it got the request, the Harrison 
Town Council failed to approve the zoning change be 
cause it conflicted with the master plan. 

Soon after, the firm began to receive other offers of 
property in Harrison. On Thursday, Nestle Vice Pres
ident David Lynch confirmed that the company plans 
to submit a firm money offer to Manhattanville Col
lege in Purchase for surplus land soon after Labor 
Day. 

Harrison Supervisor John Passidomo has said that 
the town board would consider.rezoning the 135 excess 
acres on the Manhattanville campus for office build
ings on parcels of as little as 35 acres with up to 10 per 
cent building coverage. An earlier rezoning proposal 
would have permitted parcels of no less than 50 acres 
with 5 per cent building coverage. 

Other major news 
Democrats off ballot l ine 

The hopes of the Mount Vernon Democrats of cap
turing control of the city government in this year 's 
elections were dealt a blow when the State Court of 
Appeals, the highest in the state, ruled the four "regu
la r" candidates off the ballot because of technical 
mistakes on their nominating? petitions. This left the 
Democratic Party with no candidate for comptroller 
and meant that two "insurgent" Democrats would ap
pear on the party line for councilmen. 

The group which was knocked off the ballot had 
been supported by the majority of the district leaders. 
That group, anticipating the possibility it would be 
tossed off the ballot, filed independent petitions and 
will appear on the ballot on the independent line, op
posing not only the Republicans but the official Demo
cratic line. , 4 

Such a situation could affect the candidacy of 
County Executive Alfred DelBello, a Democrat, who 
had been depending on a strong turnout in Mount Ver
non. 

With some Democrats running on the same Row A 
with him, and other Democrats running on Row E, 
some votes for DelBello might be lost. 

P h o n e Cutter suspect dies 

Gilbert Phillips, the 39-year-old New Rochelle man 
arrested two weeks ago as the suspected burglar 
known for cutting phone lines in the homes of victims, 
died at New Rochelle Hospital. 

Phillips had been shot by police when they tried to 
arrest him in Mamaroneck Town at 4:30 a.m. Aug. 20 
in a residential neighborhood. Police said the suspect 
had lunged at one of their officers prior to the shoot
ing. 

Westchester Dist. Atty. Carl Vergari launched an 
investigation to determine the circumstances of the 
shooting. 

Yonkers to sue banks 

In late 1975, the city of Yonkers was faced with the 
possibility of default when the banks refused to buy 
any of the city's bonds and notes. The state govern
ment stepped in and helped the city negotiate the 
loans and reorganize the city's financial structure. 

This week, the Yonkers City Council voted to take 
legal action against New York City and several major 
banks, blaming them for the two-year fiscal crisis in 
Yonkers. The action was taken in the wake of a report 
from the Federal Securities and Exchange Commis
sion alleging that top New York City officials and six 
banks deceived the public by withholding critical in
formation about New York City's shaky finances. 

Yonkers city officials contend the city's financial 
problems grew worse from the "ripple" effect of New 
York City's, creating problems for Yonkers when it 
sought to borrow for short-term debt. H o o v e r , at the 
time of the near default of Yonkers, it was learned 
that massive accounting foul-ups and poor fiscal 
practices also contributed to the Yonkers crisis. 

Of rats and bats 

When the city of Ybnkers closed its incinerator in 
July and began carting the garbage to various land
fills, a new crisis was created. The rats which had fed 
off the garbage began getting hungry and began going 
farther afield to forage for food, including the inva
sion of residential neighborhoods. So far, the city has 
responded somewhat to the problem by killing off 
some of the rates. By midweek, the city claimed that 
about 75 per cent of the rats have been cleaned out 
and that the goal is 90 per cent. The chief method of 
killing the rats has been the baiting of food with 
highly toxic material. 

Meanwhile, the County Health Department re
vealed that three persons were bitten by bats in West
chester during the first part of August, the first such 
report in the county this year. All are undergoing in
jections to prevent rabies. Health officials do not envi
sion a major problem. 

More welfare arrests 

The county's continuing crackdown on alleged wel
fare cheaters resulted in the arrest this week of five 
more county residents - in Yonkers and Mount Ver
non - on charges of welfare fraud Three Yonkers 
residents wore charged with concealing employment 
while collecting welfare. Two Mount Vernon residents 
were charged with falsely reporting the amount of 
their rent to the Social Services Department. The al
legedly fraudulent c h a r g e cost the county about $7, 
500 for »total of the five cases. 
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Ortho 
Lawn Food 
24-4-8 formula, 
used by 
experts. 
Reg. 7.49. 

5 , 0 0 0 s q . f t . 
c o v e r a g e 
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WINIER 
GREEN 

The Fall Fertilizer 

Handleman's guarantees you p 
on ALL lawn products 
If you see a lower price than ours on any lawn product in any ad in 
Westchester, (within one week of your purchase from us) bnng in 
the ad & we will meet that price. 
Buy at Handleman's with confidence! 

Shown Ml 

Greenview 
GREEN 
POWER 
5.000 sq. ft. 
Reg. 6.25 

3.99 

PINE 
BARK 
NUGGETS! 
3 cu. ft. 
size 
Reg. 2.99 each. 

for 
$1© 

Greenview 
Wintergreen 
" t h e fall fe r t i l i ze r" 

10.000 sq. ft. 
Reg. 11.45 

5.000 sq. ft. Reg. 6.25 . . . SALE 4 . 9 9 

G r e e n v i e w Spreader^ 
"Show 'n tell" 
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Built-in lawn marker 
eliminates skips & 
misses. 19.95 

FREE Guide line marking chalk. 

Canadian 
Hemlocks 
Great value! 
1 h ft hemlocks 
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a»cotts 
High 
Nutrient 
5.000 sq.ft. 
Reg, 9.95 

5.95 

Lawn 
Fert i l izer 
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* Vow pa? t* *5 to m m M w *K 
St Mfc«t« from Scott*. Net PTUM5.«. 
IhnKllxwri. 

New Scotts=••; 
Spreader 

Prevents over-
- application*-'; 
Spreads -, 
smoothly. 
Reg 29.95 

25.95 
ASSEMBLED! j 

Scotts & 
T t t r f $ 'i - - l^-B?,Wcr 

Builder 
15,000 
sq* f t -
R e g , 23.95 

16.88^1 
10.000 sq. <t bag. 

v R e g . H.45 SALE 12* 

each 1 0 for $ 3 9 . 0 0 

Larger sized Hemlocks* 
Heavy, beautiful & bushy hemlocks Perfect 
for foundations & hedges. 

2>/2 ft 10.99* 4-4 Vi ft . . .29 .99* 
3-31* ft....19.99* 4'/2-5 ft....39.99* 
3V2-4 ft....24.99* * BUY 10. 

GET 1 FREE! 
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GRANULAR 
LIME 
hasy spreading 
50 lbs Reg. 1.29 

99$ 
OnK. •jt.rtwilii l>nn- t l m . ™ * 

IK 
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COW 
MANURE 

COW 
MANURE 
Dehydrated. 
40 lbs Reg. 3.99. 

2.99 

TOP SOIL 
Weed free. 

TOPSOll I 4 ( ) | b s R e g l 4 9 

**' 99$ 

$ 

MUMS 
All colors In bud 
& bloom 4-4 ' • 
pofs Reg. 1.19 

K.<vHttn*n's 197? 

THE GARDEN CENTER 

Rt. 22 (No. B'vvay) White Plains. N.Y. • 914/949 3613 
Open: Monday-Saturday 9am 6pm, Sunday 9am 5pm. 
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Thomas M. Tryniski 
309 South 4th Street 
Fulton New York 
13069 

www.fultonhistory.com


